in a room in a garden in a pool
in a building in a town/country g £\ inthe sea
in a box in the city centre inariver

There's no—one in the room / in the building / in the garden.

What have you got in your hand / in your mouth?

When we were in Italy, we spent a few days in Venice.

| have a friend wha lives in a small village in the mountains.

There were some people swimming in the pool / in the sea / in the river.

B

at the door at the roundabout

000

M

O

at the bus stop at reception

' Who is that man standing at the bus stop / at the door / at the window?

() Turn left at the traffic lights / at the church / at the roundabout / at the junction.
() We have to get off the bus at the next stop.

() When you leave the hotel, please leave your key at reception. (= at the reception desk)

On
on the ceiling on her nose
on the door '
on the floor
on the wall = \on the table on a page on an island
() Isat on the floor / on the ground / on the grass / on the beach / on a chair.
() There’s a dirty mark on the wall / on the ceiling / on your nose / on your shirt.
[ Have you seen the notice on the notice board / on the door?
() You'll find details of TV programmes on page seven (of the newspaper).
() The hotel is on a small island in the middle of a lake.

Compare in and at:
() There were a lot of people in the shop. It was very crowded.
Go along this road, then turn left at the shop.
() Tl meet you in the hotel lobby.
I'll meet you at the entrance to the hotel.

Compare in and on:
[} There is some water in the bottle.
There is a label on the bottle.

on the bottle —

Compare at and on:
() There is somebody at the door. Shall | go and see who it is?
There is a notice on the door. [t says ‘Do not disturb’

(Im’at,-’on (position) 2—3 =¥ Units 124-125 )




Exercises Unit

| PN B Answer the questions about the pictures. Use in, at or on with the words below
the pictures.

()

(bottle)

(wall) (Parié)

Where’s the label? __On the bottle.
Where's the fly?
Where is the car waiting?
a Where's the nortice?
b Where's the key?
Where are the shelves?
Where's the Eiffel Tower?

7 a Where's the man standing? ..
b Where's the bird?
8 Where are the children playing? .

| WX Complete the sentences. Use in, at or on + the following:

B O

o

the window your coffee the mountains that tree
my guitar ‘the river the island the next petrol station
1 Look at those people swimming i the river .
2 One of the strings is broken.
3 There’s something wrong with the car. We'd better stop a
4 Would you like sugar ?
5 The leaves.. are a beautiful colour.
6 Last year we had a wonderful skiing holiday ...
7 There's nobody living...... . It's uninhabited.
8 He spends most of the day sitting and looking outside.

IPERY Complete the sentences with in, at or on.

1 There was a long queue of people .4t the bus stop.
2 Nicola was wearing a silver ring ... her lictle finger.
3 There was an accident ... the crossroads this morning.
4 | wasn't sure whether | had come to the right office. There wasnoname ... the door.
5 There are some beautiful trees ... the park.
6 You'll find the sports results ... ... the back page of the newspaper.
7 1wouldn't like an office job. | couldn’t spend the whole day sitting ... acomputer.
8 My brother lives...............a small village ............. the south-west of England.
9 The man the police are looking for hasascar .. hisright cheek.
10 The headquarters of the company are ... Milan.
11 Ilike that picture hanging ... thewall the kitchen.
12 If you come here by bus, get off ............... the stop after the traffic lights.

o Additianal ise 34



In/at/on (position) 2

W We say that somebody/something is:

inaline /inarow/ina queue in bed

in the sky / in the world in the country / in the countryside

in an office / in a department in a picture / in a photo / in a photograph
in a book / in a paper (= newspaper) / in a magazine / in a letter

When | go to the cinema, | like to sit in the front row.
James isn't up yet. He's still in bed. Y

It was a lovely day. There wasn't a cloud in the sky. -, S
I've just started working in the sales department. il
Who is the woman in that photo? \ J. nits
Have you seen this picture in today’s paper? in a row

,_
L —

O00Q00

£

on the left / on the right on the left-hand side / on the right-hand side

on the ground floor / on the first floor / on the second floor etc.
onamap /onamenu/on a list
on a farm

O

In Britain we drive on the left. or ... on the left-hand side.
Our apartment is on the second floor of the building.

Here's a shopping list. Don't buy anything that's not on the list.
Have you ever worked on a farm?

000

r—
—

We say that a place is on a river / on a road / on the coast:
() Budapest is on the (River) Danube.
() The town where you live - is it on the coast or inland?

Also on the way:
([} We stopped to buy some things in a shop on the way home.

at the top (of) / at the bottom (of) / at the end (of)
[ Write your name at the top of the page.
() Jane's house is at the other end of the

street.

at the top (of the page)

at the bottom (of the page) —

in the front / in the back of a car
() | was sitting in the back (of the car) when we crashed. at the back

at the front / at the back of a building / theatre / group of people etc.
() The garden is at the back of the house.
() Let’s sit at the front (of the cinema).
() We were at the back, so we couldn’t see very well.

on the front / on the back of a letter / piece of paper etc.

M

() lwrote the date on the back of the photo.

at the front

in the corner of a room —
[} The TV is in the corner of the room.

at the corner or on the corner of a street
() There is a small shop at/on the corner of the street.

in the corner at/on the corner

(In the world =» Unit 108D In/at/on (position] =* Unit 123 and Unit 125 American English =» Appendix 7 )




Exercises

| P28l Answer the questions about the pictures. Use in, at or on with the words below
the pictures.

pr It NP
: om ¥ m :
(sales department) (second floor) (correr)

(back row) - (farm)

(back / car)

Where does Sue work?  In the sales department.
Sue lives in this building. Where's her flat exactly?
Where is the woman standing? .
Where is the man standing? ...
Where's the car?

Where's the dog?
Liz is in this group of people. ‘Where is she?
WHERS ENEDOREEMIEE? i it
Gary is at the cinema. Where is he sattlng?
10 Where does Kate work? .

| P2 Complete the sentences. Use in, at or on + the following:

Co ~1 Oy W Il

O

the west coast the world the back of the class ‘the sky

the front row the right the back of this card the way to work
It was a lovely day. There wasn't a cloud . Inthe sky. ..

In most countries people drive

What is the tallest building ... ... 1

| usually buy a newspaper in the morning.

SaN FraNCISCO IS e of the United States.
We went to the theatre last night. We had sears
| couldn't hear the teacher. She spoke quietly and | was sitting ...

8 | don't have your address. Could you write it ?

| LW Complete the sentences with in, at or on.

1 Write your name _ 4% the top of the page.

2 IS VOURBISET s this photograph? | don't recognise her.

3 ldidn't feel very well when | woke up, so | stayed ... .. . bed.

4 We normally use the front entrance to the building, but there’s another one ... the back.
5 Is there anything interesting . ... the paper today?

6 There was a list of names, but my name wasn't .. _.the list.

5

8

R I, Sy B SN WS S

o theend of the street, there is a path Ieaclmg tD the river.
llove to Iook up at the stars . ... the sky at night.
9 When I'm a passenger in a car, il prefer ST L o CEORE.
10 Ilive in a very small village. You probably won't find it ... your map.
11 Joe works the furniture department of a large store.

12 Parisis ... theRiver Seine.
13 I don' like cities. I'd much prefer to live ... ... the country.
14 My officeis ... thetopfloorlt's ... ... theleftasyoucome out of the lift.

=» Additional exercise 34




In/at/on (position) 3

In hospital / at work etc.

We say that somebody is in haspital / in prison / in jail:
() Anna's mother is in hospital.

We say that somebody is at work / at school / at university / at college:
) 1l be at work until 530.
() Julia is studying chemistry at university.

We say that somebody is at home or is home (with or without at), but we say do something at home
(with at):

1

_J Il be at home all evening. or Il be home all evening.
() Shall we go to a restaurant or eat at home?

At a party / at a concert etc.

We say that somebody is at an event (at a party / at a conference etc.):
(] Were there many people at the party / at the meeting / at the wedding?
(| saw Steve at a conference / at a concert on Saturday.

In and at for buildings
You can often use in or at with buildings. For example, you can eat in a restaurant or at a restaurant;
you can buy something in a supermarket or at a supermarket. We usually say at when we say where
an event takes place (for example: a concert, a film, a party, a meeting):

() We went to a concert at the National Concert Hall.

(1 The meeting took place at the company’s head office in Frankfurt.

) There was a robbery at the supermarket.

We say at the station / at the airport:
() There’s no need to meet me at the station. | can get a taxi.

We say at somebody's house:
[ lwas at Helen’s house last night. or |was at Helen’s last night.
Also at the doctor’s / at the hairdresser’s etc.

We use in when we are thinking about the building itself. Compare:
[ We had dinner at the hotel.
All the rooms in the hotel have air conditioning. (not at the hotel)
() 1was at Helen’s (house) last night.
It's always cold in Helen's house. The heating doesn't work well. (not at Helen’s house)

In and at for towns etc.
We normally use in with cities, towns and villages:
() The Louvre is a famous art museum in Paris. (not at Paris)
() Sam's parents live in a village in the south of France. (not at a village)

We use at when we think of the place as a point or station on a journey:
() Does this train stop at Oxford? (= at Oxford station)

On a bus / in a car etc.

We usually say on a bus / on a train / on a plane / on a ship but inacar/in a taxi:
[ The bus was very full. There were too many people on it.
() Laura arrived in a taxi.

We say on a bike (= bicycle) / on a motorbike / on a horse:
) Jane passed me on her bike.

At school / in hospital etc. =» Unit 74 In/at/on (position) =% Units 123-24
To/at/in/into =* Unit 126 By car / by bike etc. =» Unit 128B




Exercises

1 w9l Complete the sentences about the pictures. Use in, at or on with the words below
the pictures.

| ] (2)
Amront CAR HIRE . P——

(the hairdresser’s) (New York) (the Savoy Theatre)
1 You can hire a car 5 Judyis
2 Daveis_ — e PR - - LV S —— —— i T ;
3 Karenis .7 Wespenta few days
4 Martin is . . 8 We went 0 a ShOW s
S B Complete the sentences. Use in, at or on + the following:

the plane hospital a taxi thestation- the cinema

Tokyo school prison the airport the sports centre
1 My train arrives at 11.30. Can you meet me .. 4t the station .7
2 We walked to the restaurant, but we went ROMe o
3 Id like to see a film. What's on .. this week?
4 Some people are . . for crimes that they did not commit.
5 ‘"What does your sister do? Does she have a }ob?' ‘No, she's still !
6 | play basketball ... . .on Fnday evenings.
7 A friend of mine was m]ured inan acodent a few days ago She's still .. S
8 Our flight was delayed. We had to wait ... for four hours.
9 | enjoyed the flight, but the food wasn'’t very nice.

10 Vicky hias SONe o JAEan. SHe's IVINE i i

I PLFEE Complete these sentences with in, at or on.

1 We went to a concert .25 the Natonal Concert Hall.

2 ltwas a very slow train. Itstopped ... every station.
3 My parents live ........o....... @ Small village about 50 miles from London.
4 | haven't seen Kare for some time. |lastsaw her ... David's wedding.
5 We stayed ............. @ very comfortable hotel when we were ................. Amsterdam.
6 There were about fifty rooms .............. the hotel.
7 1 don't know where my umbrella is. Perhaps | left it ................... the bus.
8 'Where were you on Monday evening? ‘l was ... a friend’s house!
9 There must be somebody ... —— the house. The lights are on.
10 Theexhibition . . . . the Museum of Modern Art finishes on Saturday.
11 Shall we travel .........c........ your car or mine?
12 ldidntexpectyoutobe ... ... home. | thoughtyoudbe. . . ... . . work.
13 'Did you like the movie? 'Yes, but it was too hot ...............the cinema.
14 Paul lives ... Birmingham. He'sa student ... ... Birmingham University.
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